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Imact of socialized agricultural services on the urban-rural income gap empirical test based on 31
provincial panel data
ZHAOQO Peifang"*, GU Zhu’

(1. Institute of Agricultural Economics and Development, Jiangsu Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Nanjing 210014,
China; 2. Wuxi Shangtian Rural Sixth Industry Research Institute, Wuxi 214181, China; 3. Beijing Jiagetiandi Tech.
Co. , Lid, Beijing 100098, China)

Abstract: Agricultural socialized services can effectively bridge the gap between small-scale farmers and modern agriculture,
serving as a pathway to narrow the urban-rural income disparity and achieve common prosperity. Based on theoretical analysis,
this study utilizes panel data from 31 provinces and municipalities across China from 2010 to 2022 as its research sample. Employ-
ing methods such as the two-way fixed effect model, it empirically analyzes the impact of agricultural socialized services on the ur-
ban-rural income gap, while also exploring their underlying mechanisms and heterogeneous effects. The findings reveal that agri-
cultural socialized services significantly reduce the urban-rural income disparity, with regression results remaining robust after a se-
ries of rigorous tests. These services primarily narrow the gap by increasing rural residents’ non-agricultural income and boosting
agricultural earnings. Regional heterogeneity analysis indicates that the income-narrowing effect of agricultural socialized services
is more pronounced in central and western regions than in eastern areas. Furthermore, the study identifies single-threshold effects
based on human capital and urbanization levels in the relationship between agricultural socialized services and the income gap. To
address urban-rural income inequality and achieve common prosperity, the government should intensify efforts to promote the de-
velopment of agricultural socialized services, particularly by enhancing service quality in central and western regions. This should
be accompanied by strengthening skills training for rural laborers to improve their human capital levels, thereby progressively nar-

rowing the urban-rural income gap.

Keywords: Agricultural socialized services; Urban-rural income gap; Common prosperity
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